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USTR Seeks Ways to Increase Public Input into Trade Policy;
 Barshefsky Asks Congress, ACTPN to Review Existing Advisory System

As part of the Clinton Administration’s ongoing efforts to enhance opportunities for interested
labor, environmental, consumer, and other non-governmental organizations to provide advice to
the Administration on key trade policy issues, United States Trade Representative Charlene
Barshefsky has asked Congress and USTR advisory committees to review the existing trade
policy advisory system.

“The Administration is committed to ensuring that it receives timely and comprehensive advice on
trade policy from a broad range of civil society interests,” said Ambassador Barshefsky. “The
existing advisory committee system is but one of a variety of mechanisms through which the
Administration obtains advice from interested groups and organizations on the development of
U.S. trade policy.  For example, in formulating specific U.S. objectives in major trade
negotiations, USTR routinely issues Federal Register notices and solicits written comments from
the public, consults with and briefs interested constituencies, holds public hearings, and meets
with a broad spectrum of non-governmental organizations.

“Despite this ongoing and sustained outreach, our efforts may not be sufficient,” she said.

Therefore, Ambassador Barshefsky sent letters today to the Advisory Committee on Trade Policy
and Negotiations and the other 32 statutory trade advisory committees that USTR either heads or
co-chairs, asking for advice on how to improve the advisory committee system to ensure that the
Administration receives the best possible input as it develops and implements international trade
policy.

Last week, she asked the chairs and ranking members of the Senate Finance Committee and the
House Ways and Means Committee to review the current trade policy advisory committee
structure to determine whether it “is presently functioning in a manner consistent with
Congressional intent and whether changes in law or policy may be appropriate to address the
concerns that have been raised.”



These are just some of the steps the Administration has taken to increase public outreach on
matters of trade policy.

In January, Ambassador Barshefsky and Commerce Secretary William Daley announced that they
would seek comments from the public on possible changes to the advisory committee process,
such as whether there should be additional advisory committees or whether there should be an
alteration to the existing structure to accommodate greater participation from non-governmental
groups.

In November, President Clinton signed an executive order to require environmental reviews of
certain trade agreements. USTR will work with the Council on Environmental Quality, U.S.
environmental agencies and others in the Administration to implement guidelines for the executive
order, which will establish an inclusive process for bringing environmental views into the
development of U.S. trade policy.
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